
 
 

 

UK Regenerative Medicine Platform 

Currently running from 2013 to 2018, the UK Regenerative Medicine Platform (UKRMP) 

was established by the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council 

(BBSRC), Engineering and Physical Science Research Council (EPSRC) and Medical 

Research Council (MRC) to address the technical and scientific challenges associated 

with translating promising scientific discoveries in this area towards clinical impact. 

Whilst great strides have been achieved thus far, to further promote the development 

of regenerative therapies the sponsors are now establishing ‘UKRMP2’ which will 

continue to address key challenges and opportunities in regenerative medicine with 

support from 2018-2023. As such, the sponsors are now inviting proposals to establish 

high quality, collaborative research groupings to establish UKRMP2. 
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Background  

Regenerative medicine is an interdisciplinary field spanning tissue engineering, 

developmental and stem cell biology, gene therapy, cellular therapeutics, biomaterials 

(scaffolds and matrices), nanoscience, bioengineering and chemical biology. It seeks 

to repair or replace damaged or diseased human cells or tissues to restore normal 

function via the transplantation of stem cells, progenitors or tissues, activation of 

endogenous repair processes, using cells as delivery vehicles for therapeutic agents 

and or engineered cells/synthetic biology. 

 

Regenerative medicine has already provided significant medical advances in areas 

such as skin regeneration for burn patients and diabetic ulcers, and the treatment of 

anaemia.  It still has the potential for further advances, with next-generation products 

offering the prospect of treatments with long term benefits or cures across a wide 

range of debilitating illnesses. The underpinning science is progressing rapidly, yet 

there are a number of translational challenges which still need to be overcome before 

these promising discoveries can be progressed for the benefit of patients as well as 

the UK economy. 

 

The UKRMP initiative was established by BBSRC, EPSRC and MRC to address the 

technical and scientific challenges in regenerative medicine and promote the 

widespread delivery of therapeutic approaches. Running from 2013 to 2018 the 

Platform has successfully established a broad-based, but coherent, interdisciplinary 

programme that is making inroads into the key challenges. Whilst great strides have 

been made towards overcoming these challenges, the barriers to delivery of 

regenerative medicines have not yet been overcome, nor was it imagined they would 

be within the scheduled timeframe for the initial phase of funding provided to the 

UKRMP.   

 

Having taken stock of the advances that have been realised thus far, and changes to 

the scientific landscape in the area over the past four years (see below), the sponsors 

are now inviting proposals to establish high quality, collaborative research groupings 

for Phase 2 of the platform (UKRMP2). This will be manifested through an evolved 

Platform structure with facets vital to all aspects of regenerative medicine embedded 

as cross cutting elements, i.e. common within all Hubs, to more fully realise the 

impacts from investments in UKRMP Phase 1 and to continue to accelerate these 

therapies towards clinical application.  

 

The call for UKRMP2 follows the Challenge Ideas consultation process held in August 

2016. The consultation provided an opportunity for interested parties to highlight 

scientific areas and generic technologies and platform approaches that would 

significantly advance the overall mission of the Platform in its next phase. These were 

assessed by an Expert Panel involving both UK and international experts and used to 

inform the key requirements and remit for this call.    

 

The sponsors wish to continue to support a high-risk, innovative and interdisciplinary 

approach, ensuring that current momentum is built upon and effective collaborations 

are maintained, while drawing in new partners to further increase capacity and 

expertise and retain the UK as one of the global leaders in this rapidly advancing field. 

 

Aim of the UKRMP2 Call  

This call will fund up to three interdisciplinary research Hubs that bring together teams 

of researchers to address a number of strategically important, tractable challenges on 

the path towards translation.  

http://www.ukrmp.org.uk/2016/08/invitation-for-challenge-ideas/


It is anticipated that one award will be made in each identified thematic area, subject 

to quality (see Hub Themes below). Hubs will be based on critical mass of scientific 

excellence required to address key developmental challenges for the thematic area, 

supported by the appropriate governance structures and leadership to drive forward a 

globally leading and agile programme of research. The research programme should be 

ambitious, creative and innovative addressing key research challenges. 

 

UKRMP2 Hubs should develop approaches that have broad applicability. Organ or 

disease-based exemplars will be required to provide a level of focus and proof of 

concept; however, they should not constitute the primary focus of the submissions.  

Applicants will be required to justify their choice of exemplars.  Priority will be given to 

Hubs with exemplars which are more likely to be ready for clinical evaluation at the 

end of this phase of funding. 

 

A number of cross-cutting themes have also been identified of relevance to the whole 

Platform, which all successful Hubs will be expected to incorporate appropriately in 

their proposal. These include; quality control, safety, manufacturing and 

immunological considerations. 

 

Further opportunities to build on the capability and connectivity of the funded Hubs 

will be launched once the portfolio and remit of Hubs is known.  It is expected that 

funded Hubs will act as UK leaders in their area and will self-organise to maximise 

opportunities for networking and team science for the benefit of the UK as a whole. 

 

UKRMP Hubs 

The UKRMP Hubs will each: 

 provide a UK centre of expertise/knowledge with the necessary critical mass to 

address key challenges and provide new tools, protocols and resources with broad 

applicability that can, and be used by other research groups in academia and 

industry. Where consistent with the overarching aims, the Hubs might also provide 

early stage substrates and/or pre-clinically validated therapeutic opportunities that 

can be taken on for example by the CGT Catapult and/or industry; however, a 

disease-specific focus should not be the main driver of hub activity;  

 assemble appropriate interdisciplinary activity to provide a UK research capability 

and capacity that will be able to attract further partnership and investment; 

 be led by a Director who is not only a scientific leader in their field but also able to 

establish consensus, motivate their colleagues, and take executive action to ensure 

the research objectives are met; 

 be managed proactively by a management team which will ensure that resources 

and posts are deployed in the most effective way to deliver high quality research 

outputs that have the potential to induce a step-change in the knowledge of the 

subject area. It is expected that the deliverables and milestones will be routinely 

reviewed to ensure that the most exciting and promising lines of research are 

pursued and that sufficient resources are assigned to ensure the project is 

professionally managed. The director/management team will be expected to report 

annually to the UKRMP Programme Board; 

 evolve during the course of the award and reach out to groups that best enable the 

Hub to meet its goals – additional ‘Strategic Funds’ will be available during the 

course of the programme that can be used to expand the Hubs’ activities in 

collaboration with external expertise; 

 assemble the best possible combinations of skills from across the academic, clinical 

and industrial landscape.  Teams will be expected to have a proven track record, 



relevant skills and the leadership required to deliver the Hub and Platform 

ambitions; co-applicants may include international partners where appropriately 

justified.  

Successful applications will ultimately be those which: 

 demonstrate the formation of suitable interactions and connections based upon 

research excellence; 

 provide innovation in addressing the identified challenges; 

 effectively link basic and clinical research groups; 

 incorporate relevant cross-disciplinary expertise spanning the remits of the three 

Research Council sponsors; 

 build on a strong portfolio of existing Research Council investment, and 

demonstrate significant added-value to this; 

 demonstrate strong scientific leadership; 

 propose and provide a milestone and deliverable based programme of activity 

spanning work-packages or clustered projects; 

 include appropriate and effective project management to underpin coordination and 

collaboration within the consortium – in order to achieve this applicants should 

consider; 

i. How the individual research aspects will meet the overall vision for the 

programme 

ii. Day-to-day management strategy 

iii. Sources of external scientific, translational and strategic advice 

iv. Monitoring strategy, which should include how this will be used to reassess 

the direction of the research programme 

v. Strategy for using any flexibility of the resources (both staff and finance) 

vi. Resources for the project management aspect of the programme 

 promote outreach activities to connect to other UK and international groups that 

provide complementary skills and resources; 

 include a clear pathway to impact that considers all relevant dimensions and covers 

suitable activities to increase the likelihood that those impacts are achieved; 

 specify an approach towards early engagement with regulators and anticipated 

hurdles for regulatory compliance; 

 include strong plans to facilitate engagement with (bio)industry and end-users 

outside of the hub. 

 

Impact from UKRMP Hubs 

The pathway to impact for this type of research in health is often longer and more 

complex than that seen in other sectors. Given this, there is a need for researchers 

working in this area to consider more carefully how they will undertake their work in a 

manner that maximises the opportunity for impact to arise from it.  

 

Applicants must consider which impact and translation topics relate to their proposed 

programme of work and, if they are relevant, describe in their Pathway to Impact 

document how they will be addressed throughout the award. There is no expectation 



that researchers will undertake all impact activities themselves nor is there an 

expectation that researchers will develop extensive expertise in all areas. However, 

applicants should consider what skills, knowledge and expertise are required and how 

these will be brought to the project through collaboration, training, consultation or 

other means. 

 

Understanding of the pathway to impact in health and the incorporation of appropriate 

and specific impact activities will form part of the assessment of proposals. A well-

considered and appropriately resourced Pathways to Impact plan will be seen as a 

considerable strength. 

 

A high quality application will: 

 provide an effective strategy for maximising the potential for successful impact in 

health.  Applicants should discuss appropriate topics and how these activities relate 

to their research programme, including public engagement; 

 demonstrate a clear methodology for engaging appropriate stakeholders such as 

clinicians, allied health professionals, regulators, policymakers, patients and/or 

business in the research; 

 explain the extent to which end user requirements have been appropriately 

integrated into the design and implementation of the research vision. Applicants 

should also articulate the clinical and /or commercial need that could be addressed 

and how the technologies under development might improve on current clinical 

practice or offer significant added value over current/alternative healthcare 

solutions;  

 demonstrate an understanding of the future development pathway for their 

proposed research and show that they have considered the likely next steps for the 

outcomes of their research.  Applicants should consider how they will obtain, during 

the project, any data, evidence, proof of concept and/or intellectual property 

needed to satisfy the next stage funder that it is a suitable prospect for follow-on 

support.   

 

UKRMP Platform Structure 

The UKRMP2 structure will be composed of three broad but distinct scientific themes 

which function as pillars of activity, i.e. Hubs, to support the Platform moving forward.  

The three hubs will be: 

 pluripotent stem cell biology  - this may include enabling technologies such as gene 

editing, cell engineering and synthetic biology; 

 the engineered cell environment – addressing the niche, activation of endogenous 

regenerative process through small molecules or biologics, and the role of 

extracellular matrix and cytokines in promoting repair. 

 acellular/smart materials  - to develop next generation scaffolds and biomatrices to 

support regenerative therapies, with particular focus on 3D architecture. 

The areas of quality control (of cells/differentiation and product analysis), interactions 

with the recipient immune system, safety (imaging, cell bio-distribution, toxicity etc.) 

and manufacturing (scale-up, reproducibility, cost effectiveness etc.) are vital across 

all facets of regenerative medicine. To help bridge in vitro and in vivo application 

towards clinical and commercial adoption these areas have been positioned as cross-

cutting across all of the Hubs rather than as separate elements. As such, and to avoid 

isolation of effort, Hub applicants should ensure that appropriate activity in these 



areas is included in their applications from the outset. The following schema 

summarises the structure for UKRMP2: 

 

 
 
The Platform should remain grounded in broad-based enabling technologies rather 

than direct pursuit of clinical trials. Therefore, the clinical exemplars on which each 

Hub focuses should be restricted to areas ripe for clinical intervention, i.e. moving 

toward the clinic within the next one to five years.  

 

UKRMP Hub Themes  

The UKRMP Hubs will address one of the following themes which reflect the strengths 

and strategic opportunities identified through consultation with the UKRMP Programme 

Board and ideas elicited through the Challenge Ideas consultation. 

 

1. Pluripotent Stem Cells and Engineered Cells 

 

Aim of hub: To develop the approaches and technologies to provide well-defined and 

stable stem or progenitor cell lines with appropriate scalability and quality controls to 

meet the standards of regulators, and ultimately support manufacture for clinical 

application.  

 

The hub will identify routes and develop/utilise appropriate innovative technologies to 

underpin the supply of well-characterised pluripotent cells (including iPS and hES cells) 

that are homogeneous, genetically stable, and can be generated in a scalable manner 

suitable for their clinical application (using exemplars or specific applications). These 

technologies might include enabling technologies such as gene editing, cell 

engineering, synthetic biology or new physical characterisation approaches. 

 

This will require the integration of several work packages covering for example 

biosciences, chemical biology and cell engineering to produce appropriate outcomes. 

Development of standardised approaches that can use human stem cells derived from 

primary tissue or modifying cell fate in vivo are also within the remit of this theme  

 

Successful bids should include components/work packages addressing: 

http://www.ukrmp.org.uk/2016/08/invitation-for-challenge-ideas/


 

 Cell characterisation and stability: To address the establishment and 

maintenance of clearly defined or homogeneous populations of pluripotent and 

progenitor cells and understanding of their genetic and epigenetic stability.  

Protocols and high-throughput capabilities will need to be developed to detect 

variant cells in culture, and cell lines will require systematic, genome-level 

analysis and /or expression profiling to assess genetic/epigenetic variation 

during expansion. All approaches should be scalable with translational 

potential. 

 

 Understanding routes to differentiation: To cover the induction of differentiation 

through the use of different agents or approaches, including understanding cell 

autonomous pathways, in lineages of relevance to future clinical utility. 

Approaches to deliver appropriate functionality / maturity should also be 

identified. 

 
 Modifying cell fate in vivo: To exploit gene reprogramming and/or cell 

engineering approaches to enable or improve regenerative efficacy in preclinical 

models. 

 Cross-cutting components required across all Hubs: The following areas 

are considered vital to all facets of regenerative medicine and it is imperative 

that they be embodied across all Hubs. This might be complementary to  or 

separate to the cross-cutting expertise contained within another Hub, as 

appropriate to the Hub theme; however isolation of effort should be avoided: 

o Quality control and reproducibility; of cells/differentiation and product 

analysis pertinent to biomanufacturing and scalability. The use of 

bioinformatic approaches and the development and/or use of 

appropriate marker selection and screening procedures and technologies 

to assess cell phenotype and detect and separate variant cells is 

included; 

o Immunology/immunomodulation; to evaluate/enhance/engineer the 

immunology/immunomodulation components of both the innate and 

adaptive immune responses required to quantifiably assess the survival 

and efficacy of cell and biomaterial implants in regenerative medicine; 

o Safety; to include expertise with/or capability of delivering technologies 

and methodologies to identify potential hazards, aid delivery and 

quantitatively monitor the effectiveness of regenerative medicine 

therapies.  This includes quantitative pre-clinical/clinical imaging 

technologies and marker technologies with the sensitivity and capability 

to answer key questions at the cellular level, cell bio-distribution, 

toxicity, etc; 

o Manufacturing; this encompasses the scalable expansion of cells and 

materials with desired properties towards the final product form, as 

judged by the use of appropriate markers and physiologic traits. This 

will require the establishment of, for example, suitable reporter 

technologies and selection/purification processes which are scalable, 

reproducible and have the potential to be ultimately GMP-compliant. 

Close working with regulators will be essential to establish the suitability 

of the manufacturing processes and measures. 

 

 

Post-production issues, such as cryopreservation, product shelf-life/viability, shipping 

and GMP production itself, are NOT considered priorities for this Hub; rather they 



represent downstream issues that should be approached through other funding 

sources. 

 

 

2. The Engineered Cell Environment 

 

Aim of hub: To develop novel approaches to better understand and exploit the stem 

cell ‘niche’ in order to deliver functional cells of therapeutic value.  

 

The development of effective stem and progenitor cell–based therapies is likely to 

require the exploitation of knowledge of the relevant stem cell niche (or 

microenvironment), given its role in guiding the processes that regulate and 

differentiate tissue-specific stem cells in vivo. Cell/biomaterial engineering strategies 

capable of reconstructing or dissecting elements of the niche might also provide novel 

approaches for enhancing differentiation protocols to provide and/or validate cells with 

appropriate functionality for regenerative therapies. 

 

Successful bids should include components/work packages addressing: 

 the characterisation and regulation of critical stem cell–ECM interactions, 

signalling pathways and physiochemical cues that may play a role in controlling 

cell fate and/or tissue formation; 

 strategies involving physiologically relevant information (e.g. from 

developmental biology) for the recapitulation of the stem/progenitor cell–niche 

in vitro and ex vivo, as a tool to control cell functionality and promote cell 

maturity, and as a basis for establishing tissue-equivalent assays for preclinical 

testing; 

 the development of niche-based biologics, small molecules and engineering 

solutions as a basis for regenerative therapy, either to stimulate endogenous 

repair processes or to help deliver and engraft progenitor or differentiated cells 

in vivo. 

 the promotion of successful engraftment for transplanted cells/tissue at the 

target site of intervention, including the role of revascularisation in supporting 

regeneration and consideration of host immunological responses. 

 Cross-cutting components required across all Hubs: The following areas 

are considered vital to all facets of regenerative medicine and it is imperative 

that they be embodied across all Hubs. This might be complementary to  or 

separate to the cross-cutting expertise contained within another Hub, as 

appropriate to the Hub theme; however isolation of effort should be avoided: 

o Quality control and reproducibility; of cells/differentiation and product 

analysis pertinent to biomanufacturing and scalability. The use of 

bioinformatic approaches and the development and/or use of 

appropriate marker selection and screening procedures and technologies 

to assess cell phenotype and detect and separate variant cells is 

included; 

o Immunology/immunomodulation; to evaluate/enhance/engineer the 

immunology/immunomodulation components of both the innate and 

adaptive immune responses required to quantifiably assess the survival 

and efficacy of cell and biomaterial implants in regenerative medicine; 

o Safety; to include expertise with/or capability of delivering technologies 

and methodologies to identify potential hazards, aid delivery and 

quantitatively monitor the effectiveness of regenerative medicine 

therapies.  This includes quantitative pre-clinical/clinical imaging 

technologies and marker technologies with the sensitivity and capability 



to answer key questions at the cellular level, cell bio-distribution, 

toxicity, etc; 

o Manufacturing; this encompasses the scalable expansion of cells and 

materials with desired properties towards the final product form, as 

judged by the use of appropriate markers and physiologic traits. This 

will require the establishment of, for example, suitable reporter 

technologies and selection/purification processes which are scalable, 

reproducible and have the potential to be ultimately GMP-compliant. 

Close working with regulators will be essential to establish the suitability 

of the manufacturing processes and measures. 

 

 

3. Acellular/Smart Materials – 3D architecture 

 

Aim of hub: To develop next generation scaffolds and biomatrices to support 

regenerative therapies.  

 

The overarching goal is to produce scaffolds which transform them from passive 

mechanical supports to active components of regenerative medicine manufacturing 

processes and therapies. The goal will be to prepare better optimised scaffolds over 

multiple length scales and in three dimensions and enhance scaffolds with bioactive 

molecules and cells to better understand how to harness external factors in guiding 

cellular propagation and differentiation to deliver appropriate function.  

 

Successful multidisciplinary bids should include components/work packages 

addressing some or all of the following: 

 

 The production of smart biomimetic scaffolds tailored to specific physiological 

systems, which have tuneable, bioresponsive properties and can restore tissue 

functionality; 

 Surface modification strategies to optimise stem/progenitor cell behaviour; 

 Multiple scaffold production approaches in three dimensions and over multiple 

length scales that allow different tissue-like architectures to be realised within a 

single scaffold, e.g. vascularisation structures within well aligned muscle-like 

structures;  

 The interaction of acellular technologies with therapeutic stem, progenitor or 

differentiated cells, as well as the immune system and disease state; 

 Strategies to evaluate and characterise post-intervention repair and 

regeneration processes, including the dynamics of synthetic scaffold 

degradation; 

 Approaches to support cell functionality and engraftment as delivery vehicles, 

including strategies designed to improve blood flow to support transplants. 

 The role of mixed and 3D cell cultures in enhancing cell functionality and  tissue 

morphogenesis, with validation of their standardisation and scalability as a 

platform for tissue regeneration; 

 Cross-cutting components required across all Hubs: The following areas 

are considered vital to all facets of regenerative medicine and it is imperative 

that they be embodied across all Hubs. This might be complementary to or 

separate to the cross-cutting expertise contained within another Hub, as 

appropriate to the Hub theme; however isolation of effort should be avoided: 



o Quality control and reproducibility; of cells/differentiation and product 

analysis pertinent to biomanufacturing and scalability. The use of 

bioinformatic approaches and the development and/or use of 

appropriate marker selection and screening procedures and technologies 

to assess cell phenotype and detect and separate variant cells is 

included; 

o Immunology/immunomodulation; to evaluate/enhance/engineer the 

immunology/immunomodulation components of both the innate and 

adaptive immune responses required to quantifiably assess the survival 

and efficacy of cell and biomaterial implants in regenerative medicine; 

o Safety; to include expertise with/or capability of delivering technologies 

and methodologies to identify potential hazards, aid delivery and 

quantitatively monitor the effectiveness of regenerative medicine 

therapies.  This includes quantitative pre-clinical/clinical imaging 

technologies and marker technologies with the sensitivity and capability 

to answer key questions at the cellular level, cell bio-distribution, 

toxicity, etc; 

o Manufacturing; this encompasses the scalable expansion of cells and 

materials with desired properties towards the final product form, as 

judged by the use of appropriate markers and physiologic traits. This 

will require the establishment of, for example, suitable reporter 

technologies and selection/purification processes which are scalable, 

reproducible and have the potential to be ultimately GMP-compliant. 

Close working with regulators will be essential to establish the suitability 

of the manufacturing processes and measures. 

 

Funding available 

 £17M will be available for the Platform (with a possibility that this amount will 

be increased further). 

 The expected scale of awards is up to £4.5M core funding for each of three 

Hubs addressing the broad, programmatic themes, dependent upon the quality 

of the approved bids; 

 The sponsors have set aside a minimum of £3.5M for further ‘Strategic Funds’, 

which will be deployed over the course of award to enhance connectivity 

between the Hubs and develop and expand the Platform; 

 It is anticipated that a maximum of one award will be made in each thematic 

area of interest, subject to quality; 

 Awards will be for 5 years in the first instance. A longer-term sustainability plan 

with demonstrable commitment by the host HEI(s) to on-going support of the 

Hub at the end of the initial 5 year funding term must be submitted as part of 

the UKRMP application; 

 Awards for Hubs will be administered by the MRC on behalf of the partners and 

subject to MRC terms and conditions. 

 

Support available 

 The Director’s salary costs for the portion of their time dedicated to scientific 

leadership of the Hub (see Management and Governance below); 



 A project manager’s salary costs where the remuneration package must be 

commensurate to attracting and retaining an appropriately skilled person who 

has substantial experience of managing such large activities with multiple 

partners, (see Management and Governance below); 

 Modest start-up costs for new positions to develop capacity (this can include 

the initial costs of new appointments from overseas) or key positions central to 

the Hub’s success; 

 Funds for new research and translational activities, in particular to support new 

interactions across the Hub and including collaborations with industry, NHS, 

etc. this includes international partners where appropriately justified;  

 Funds to enable the Hub to develop and function as a cohesive UK centre of 

excellence, despite being physically dispersed (e.g. funds for pilot studies, 

support posts, common resources/datasets etc.);  

 Funds for minor equipment, up to a maximum of £ 10K (inc VAT) per item 

 Funds to provide a support/advisory service to collaborate with researchers 

working outside the Hub(s);  

 User and public engagement, coordination and collaboration costs to bring the 

research closer to application and patients; 

 

Networking 

 

Up to £60k from within the core Hub award must be ring-fenced to support networking 

activities across the period of the award that promote multidisciplinary focus, further 

the objectives of the Hub and help address end-user and stakeholder needs. Examples 

of such activities could include: 

 Engaging new academic research partners; 

 Initiating collaborations with industry and other end-users; 

 Building routes for linking with the Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult; 

 Networking across the UKRMP Hubs; 

 Linking with other strategic initiatives in the regenerative medicine area, both 

within the UK and overseas; 

 Coordinating resources to share /exploit equipment and other facilities; 

 Organising workshops relevant to the Hub’s theme (which shouldn’t replicate or 

replace existing meetings organised by other stakeholders in the field). 

 

This is not an exhaustive list, and bids to establish UKRMP Hubs will need to make the 

case for the resources they are requesting for networking activities, identified in detail 

for the first two years of the award. All networking activities must identify the key 

deliverables and associated dissemination activities, i.e. there must be a clearly 

defined output which will provide benefit to the wider research community.  The 

programme of activity must be reported to the UKRMP Programme Board on an annual 

basis. Activities beyond the first 12 months of the Hub award will need to be approved 

by the UKRMP Programme Board.    

 

Ultimately the intention is to establish a coherent UK-wide networking structure that 

addresses the key needs of the community as identified through the 2012 ‘A Strategy 

for UK Regenerative Medicine’1 

 

The normal MRC resourcing rules apply; please see the Guidance for Applicants - 

Resourcing. 

 

                                           
1 http://www.ukrmp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/A-Strategy-for-UK-Regenerative-Medicine.pdf 

https://www.mrc.ac.uk/funding/guidance-for-applicants/3-resourcing/
https://www.mrc.ac.uk/funding/guidance-for-applicants/3-resourcing/
http://www.ukrmp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/A-Strategy-for-UK-Regenerative-Medicine.pdf


Support not available 

 Funds cannot be requested for major capital and refurbishment costs or 

infrastructure and core administrative services (secretarial, finance, personnel, 

computing support, estates and building maintenance) covered by the indirect 

cost component of FEC. 

 Funds cannot be requested for training awards, including studentships and 

fellowships. 

 Funds cannot be requested to support clinical trial activity. Due to the complex 

nature of such applications, it is more appropriate for these to be submitted 

separately to other appropriate schemes offered by MRC and other funders. 

 

Management and Governance 

Strong leadership, through the Hub Directors, is a fundamental requirement for 

success of individual Hubs and the overall Platform.  It is essential to drive the Hubs 

forward and ensure all members of the team are focused on the overall vision. 

Directors need to be both scientific leaders in their field but also be able to motivate 

their colleagues and constituent teams and take executive decisions where required to 

ensure the research objectives are met.  For UKRMP2 this will be measured against a 

deliverable and milestone led framework.   

 

While the Director focuses on leadership, the Project Manager must be empowered 

with the authority and responsibility to ensure that the objectives of the Hub are 

achieved (in close collaboration with the Director and Co-Investigators). This must be 

balanced against other skills including, but not limited to, financial management 

(notably where remote partners are involved), experience in the use of best practice 

project planning and management approaches and the ability to liaise with researchers 

at all levels within and across Hubs.  As such the remuneration package for the project 

manager must be commensurate to attracting and retaining an appropriately skilled 

person. 

 

The leadership skills needed to drive the research programme forward will primarily be 

assessed at the interview stage with the sponsors and Programme Board 

representatives. 

 

Eligibil ity 

Submission of a Challenge Idea used in the development of this call is NOT an 

eligibility requirement. 

 

For administrative purposes, the UKRMP2 application will be led and held by a single 

UK academic institution or independent research organisation eligible to receive 

Research Council funding. Only one proposal as Hub lead is permitted per applicant 

institution; however, involvement as a partner on other bids is allowable.  

 

The Director must be the principal investigator on the proposal and be given 

appropriate status within the lead host institution to facilitate leadership and 

development of the Hub’s activities. The Director should be in a position to influence 

research programmes associated with the Hub, and must have full control over use of 

Hub funds.  Demonstrable leadership capability and ability to delivery against 

objectives is a key requirement. 

 

http://www.ukrmp.org.uk/2016/08/invitation-for-challenge-ideas/
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/eligibilityforrcs/
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/eligibilityforrcs/


Co-investigators are expected to be the leading scientists involved in delivering the 

Hub’s aims and objectives. 

 

The normal MRC eligibility rules apply; please see the Guidance for Applicants and the 

Research Council UK website. 

 

Partnerships with industry are encouraged. Applicants considering establishing 

collaboration with an industrial partner(s) are advised to refer to the guidance on MRC 

Industry Collaboration Awards (MICAs).  All Hubs are expected to have negotiated and 

signed collaboration agreements with their industrial (project) partners prior to the 

start date of the grant.  

 

Application process and assessment criteria 

ALL applicants are required to discuss their proposals with Dr David Pan, 

UKRMP Programme Manager, before submission. A brief abstract (Intention 

to Apply) of not more than 2 pages should be e-mailed in advance of 

discussions. 

 

The purpose of the abstract / intention to apply is for administrative purposes only. 

This will allow the office to ensure that proposals are aligned with the remit of the call. 

No feedback will be given other than confirmation that the proposed bid is within 

scope and can be submitted.  Abstracts should be top level and provide the underlying 

objectives and identify lead and key partners. It is recognised that final proposals are 

likely to continue to evolve up to the application deadline. Therefore, although the full 

proposal must fully reflect its core elements, the final application need not be 

restricted to the precise description provided within the initial abstract.   Abstracts 

must be submitted by 4pm Tuesday 13 June 2017.  

 

The call will be supported by an applicant workshop to provide information and answer 

queries relating to the call, to be held in London on 3 May 2017.  Registration details 

for the workshop are available from ukrmp2.eventbrite.co.uk 

 

Applicants will submit proposals through the RCUK JeS system which must be led by 

UK institutions eligible to receive RCUK funding. The deadline for full applications will 

be 4pm 20 July 2017. 

 

Specific instructions for completing the case for support are detailed in the Application 

Guidance. Proposals will be reviewed by experts and prospective Directors interviewed 

before consideration by the UKRMP Programme Board in November 2017. Final 

funding decisions will be made by the contributing funding partners represented 

through the UKRMP Executive Group. Awards will be announced in early 2018. 

 

Proposals should describe: 

 the critical and generic challenges to enable translation which will be tackled by 

the Hub; 

 the gaps in knowledge, and how the Hub will address these and contribute to 

the development of therapies in the longer term; 

 how what is being proposed is transformative and different from ‘business as 

usual’; 

 the level of innovation to be delivered through the programme of activity; 

 the PIs / groups and industrial partners involved as the core group; 

https://www.mrc.ac.uk/funding/guidance-for-applicants/
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/eligibilityforrcs/
https://www.mrc.ac.uk/innovation/mrc-industry-collaboration-agreement-mica/
https://www.mrc.ac.uk/innovation/mrc-industry-collaboration-agreement-mica/
mailto:David.Pan@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk
https://ukrmp2.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://je-s.rcuk.ac.uk/
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/eligibilityforrcs/
http://www.ukrmp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/UKRMP2-Application-Guidance.pdf
http://www.ukrmp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/UKRMP2-Application-Guidance.pdf


 any additional skill sets that will need to be incorporated during the course of 

the project; 

 end-user groups that need to be engaged; for example, linkage with the CGT 

Catapult. Consideration should also be given to complementarity and linkage 

with other relevant national and international strategic initiatives; 

 how the collaborative approach will be developed and managed; a clear 

governance structure and project management plan is required; 

 deliverables and potential milestones of progress; note that applicants will be 

asked to identify up to 4 key milestones (out of the expected broader set 

identified in the case for support) which will be described in more detail in a 

Milestone Form which is a required attachment to the proposal for this call; 

 a plan for longer-term sustainability beyond the 5-year award. 

Assessment Criteria 

The assessment will take account of the scientific opportunities and national 

capabilities presented. Consideration will be given to the: 

 overall ambition and significance of the challenges to be addressed;  

 novelty, importance and timeliness of the research; 

 ability of the investigators to deliver the research proposed; 

 strength and clarity of collaborations and end-user engagement; 

 leadership qualities and skills of the proposed Director; 

 quality and appropriateness of the project management structure; 

 governance arrangements 

 quality and suitability of the research environment and of the facilities; 

 value for money: 

 likelihood of impact; 

 ethical considerations. 

 

In addition to the standard MRC and RCUK terms and conditions, applicants 

undertaking research involving human stem cell lines must adhere to MRC 

supplementary terms and conditions for MRC grants introduced in the context of stem 

cell research - see MRC additional terms and conditions: section AC13.  

 

Hubs will be required to annually submit reports to researchfish©; (formerly MRC e-

Val). 

 

Further details are available from Dr David Pan. 

 

Deadline dates  

Timetable      Task Deadline 

Call Launch       31 March 2017 

Workshop for applicants    3 May 2017 

Call opens on Je-S     16 May 2017 

Deadline for intention to submit   13 June 2017 

http://www.ukrmp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Hub-Deliverable-and-Milestone-Template.docx
https://www.mrc.ac.uk/funding/guidance-for-mrc-award-holders/information-for-award-holders/
https://www.mrc.ac.uk/documents/pdf/mrc-additional-terms-and-conditions-dec-2015/
https://www.mrc.ac.uk/funding/guidance-for-mrc-award-holders/researchfish/
mailto:David.Pan@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk


Submission Deadline for Applications  4.00pm 20 July 2017 

Interview of prospective Directors   mid- October 2017 

UKRMP Programme Board assessment  13 & 14 November 2017 

Funding Decisions     early 2018 

 

Contacts and guidance  

Dr David Pan 

Programme Manager, UKRMP (on behalf of the BBSRC, EPSRC & MRC) 

david.pan@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk 

Telephone: (0)1793 416430 

 

Guidance can also be sought from: 

 

 Dr Jef Grainger (BBSRC)  

 E-mail: jef.grainger@bbsrc.ac.uk 

 

 Dr Iain Larmour (EPSRC)  

 E-mail: iain.larmour@epsrc.ac.uk 

Telephone: 01793 444390 

 

 Dr Alex Pemberton (MRC Head Office) 

E-mail: alexander.pemberton@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk 

Telephone: (0)2 07395 2216 

 

mailto:David.Pan@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk
mailto:jef.grainger@bbsrc.ac.uk
mailto:iain.larmour@epsrc.ac.uk
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